LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

intelligence and sense of justice of any legis-
lature which could enact provisions of that
kind/51

In this instance the judge seemed to consider
the members of the legislature either vicious
or so weak that they were unwilling to with-
stand popular clamor when the people were
being swept away by a sudden wave of popular
excitement.

When, some ten or fifteen years ago, ballot
reform acts were introduced into the legisla-
tures of many of our states, corruption of the
ballot was very general in the cities and even
throughout the states. There can be no doubt
that public sentiment was very strongly against
corruption, and that in most states the people
were prepared to accept any measure of ballot
reform that seemed reasonable and that they
thought would really check vote-buying.
When, however, the reformers prepared their
bills and brought them before the legislatures,
many members opposed them, although usu-
ally the opposition was not direct. Gener-

1 Perkins v. Northern Pacific Ry. Co., 155 Fed. Rep. 449.
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